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Fun
French is the indisputable language 
of food, fashion, theater, arts, cinema, 
literature, and philosophy.

Culture
French is a beautiful and chic language to 
learn.

Travel
French is spoken throughout the world.

Expanding Horizons
Speaking another language allows you 
to meet new people and explore diverse 
cultures.

Career Development
Speaking French can help you gain a 
competitive edge professionally.
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1. Immerse yourself
The Alliance Française uses 
the communicative method of 
language instruction, engaging 
every student in speaking 
French from the start. Using 
little to no English, you will be 
immersed in French and your 
progress will be faster than 
if you were to rely on English 
translations. 

2. Learn with the 
natives
Most of our instructors are 
native French speakers, and 
they are passionate about 
sharing their language and 
culture with you. In a relaxed 
yet studious atmosphere, you 
will be able to practice your 
language skills with confidence 
and learn about life in France 
and the French-speaking world.

The Alliance 
Française de Kansas 

City is part of a world-
wide network of over 
1,000 chapters. In 2012, 
the organization began 
implementing the AF 
FRAMES project, which 
sets clear objectives 
at each stage of the 
learning process based 
on a widely understood 
‘global scale.’

3. Set attainable goals
It is the goal of most of 
our students to be able to 
converse in French.  While 
teaching competency in 
writing and reading, our 
classes have a strong focus 
on oral communication. The 
curriculum and the learning 
material reflect this goal, with 
a step-by-step progression 
of language acquisition that 
leaves room for practice 
and the consolidation of 
knowledge. 

4. Check your progress
Although there is no formal 
exam at the end of each term, 
you can check your progress by 
taking the self-evaluation test 
included in your textbook. 

2

5. The Alliance 
Française is more than 
a French language 
school
The Alliance Française 
organizes between 20 and 30  
events every year, and each one 
of them is an opportunity to 
learn more. Practicing the verb 
conjugations and vocabulary 
you learn in class with other 
French speakers and listening 
to French being spoken is the 
best way to retain what you 
have learned and continue to 
improve.

our teaching method



1. Textbook (mandatory)
Use your textbook in class with 
the teacher and to review lessons 
at home. At the end of each 
chapter you can self-assess your 
knowledge. This part is called 
auto-évaluation. Answers to each 
auto-évaluation are available at the 
end of the book.

You will also find a glossary with 
all the words used in the book 
(almost 800 words with their 
translation in several languages 
including English. All grammar 
points studied in this textbook 
are summarized in the Précis de 
grammaire and the Conjugaison 
tables.

2. Exercise book 
(optional)
This Cahier d’exercices closely 
follows each chapter of the 
textbook. Usually your teacher 
will give you some homework at 
the end of each lesson. However, 
feel free to do more than what 
is assigned. Transcripts and 
answers to all exercises are found 
at the end of the volume. It is 
accompanied by an audio CD to be 
used for audio exercises. Note that 
as little time as possible is spent in 
class correcting the homework. 

3. Extra help online 
The publishers of Latitudes have 
created a website with extra 
exercises that are automatically 
corrected online: 
http://www.didierlatitudes.com/. 
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keyboard shortcuts 
for French accents 

à ALT + 133
â ALT + 131
é ALT + 132
è ALT + 130
è ALT + 138
ë ALT + 137
ê         ALT + 136
î ALT + 140
ï ALT + 139
ô ALT + 147
Ö ALT + 148
ù ALT + 151
ü ALT + 150
Ç ALT + 129
ç ALT + 128
€          CTRL + ALT+E

Useful websites

Alliance Française de Kansas City:
www.afkc.org

Alliance Française de Kansas City on 
Facebook:
www.facebook.com

Alliance Française USA:
www.alliance-us.org

French newspapers online:
www.lemonde.fr
www.monde-diplomatique.fr
www.courrierinternational.com
www.lefigaro.fr
www.liberation.fr
www.lequipe.fr

French TV & Radio:
www.france24.com
www.rfi.fr
www.arte.tv
www.radiofrance.fr

course material helpful resources



Communication skills
Express basic salutations
Apologize or excuse yourself
Spell something in French 
(alphabet)
Introduce yourself to someone
Introduce someone else
Express your likes and dislikes
Talk about yourself
Express possession of some-
thing

Grammar & vocabulary
Conjugation:
Present tense irregular verbs 
Present tense regular –er verbs
Near future (aller + verb)

Words and phrases:
French alphabet
Yes and no (oui, non, si)
It is (c’est, il est)

Number 0-10
Numbers 1-69
Numbers 69-1,000,000
How old are you?
Which address…?
Which phone number…?
Internet vocabulary
Sports vocabulary
Jobs/Career vocabulary
      
Grammar:
Formal/informal
Masculine/feminine
Articles
Pronouns
Adjectives
C’est/Il est
Possessive
Negation
-er verbs (present)

What to Expect from French 101
Talking about Yourself
Latitudes 1 - Unités 1-3

french 101 & 102

Communication skills
Ask someone to do something
Ask for something politely
To make, accept, or refuse an 
invitation
Time and date
Give your opinion
Set up a meeting or date
Ask the price of something
Order in a restaurant

Grammar & vocabulary
Conjugation:
Major irregular and regular 
verbs. Present
tense, introduction
to past tense (passé composé)

Words and phrases:
Give orders (impératif)
Indefinite and definite articles
Ways to talk about the weather, 
temperature

“There is/There are” (il y a)
We, they (nous, ils, elles)
“I think that… I hope that…”
Time and date
Days of the week, months of 
the year
Food/Eating vocabulary
“A little of. . .” “A lot of . . .”
“What is . . .” “How much. . .”
Colors

Grammar:
How to make a noun plural
Pronouns that follow 
prepositions (e.g. avec lui)
Starting a question using « est-
ce que »
Negation
Direct Object Pronouns (me, 
te, le…)

What to Expect from French 102
Exchanges
Latitudes 1 - Unités 4-6
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french 103 & 104

What to Expect from French 103
Space
Latitudes 1 - Unités 7-9

Communication skills
Ask for and give directions
Describe where you are
Give orders or give advice
Talk about obligations, duties
Talk about something you 
own or possess
Talk about your vacation
Describe a place and its 
location
Express levels of intensity 
(very little, a lot, rather, etc)

Grammar, vocabulary
Conjugation
Give orders (imperative 
mood) Passé
compose (continuation)
‘Plaire, faire plaisir,
offrir, devoir, voir,’…

Words and phrases:
Someone/no one
Something/nothing

“I must,” “you must,” etc.
The difference between “qui,” 
“que,” and “où”
“It’s made out of (glass, 
wood, etc.)”
Household vocabulary
City vocabulary
Family vocabulary
Colors

Grammar :
Prepositions concerning 
location
Article contractions (e.g. à + 
le =au)
Indirect object pronouns 
(me, te, lui, leur, etc.)
The gender of countries and 
cities
Prepositions for city and 
country names
The direct object pronoun, 
“y” e.g. « Je veux y aller. »
 

Communication skills
Tell someone how your day 
went
Describe the various steps of 
an action
Express yourself in varying 
levels of formality (slang, 
friendly, neutral, formal, etc.)
Properly express time and 
duration
Express agreement or 
disagreement with something
Compare objects and people
Describe a person and their 
personality
Understand and talk about 
weather forecasts

Grammar & vocabulary
Conjugation:
Reflexive verbs, passé composé
(continuation), future, 
subjunctive (introduction)

Words and phrases:
“Only” (ne. . .que)
“First . . . Then . . .”
The four seasons, the weather
The different body parts
Words that express time and 
duration
Time and duration
“I never. . .” / “I don’t __
anymore”
The five senses
Useful words for describing a 
person

Grammar:
Asking a question using 
inversion
Which verbs use “être” or 
“avoir” in past tense

What to Expect from French 104
Time
Latitudes 1 - Unités 10-12
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french 201 & 202

Communication skills
Describe the events of your day
Describe events from the past
Express yourself in varying lev-
els of formality (slang, friendly, 
neutral, formal, etc.)
Ask someone’s opinion
Express your opinion
Explain what the point of 
something is
Express a value judgment
Make comparisons

Grammar, vocabulary
Conjugation:
Revision of Présent, passé 
composé
Imparfait (form), subjunctive, 
recent past (venir de + vb).

Words and phrases:
Objects and equipment in a 
house
Housework
Classic art
Advertising vocabulary
Pour que, afin de, etc.

Grammar:
Possessive pronouns
Adjectives: gender, number, 
place
Interrogation (revision)
Negation (revision)
Comparison
 

Communication skills
Evoke memories, talk about the 
past
Express concern or anxiety
How to comfort someone
Express things in terms of 
“before” and “after” (e.g. we 
finished our work before
leaving)
Express anger and joy
Express the frequency of 
something
Express discontent
Rent an apartment

Grammar & vocabulary
Conjugation:
Past participle agreement 
(passé composé), plus-que-
parfait and other past tenses in
context, gérondif.

Words and phrases:
Chronology markers
Transportation
House market

Grammar:
Adjectives: gender, number, 
place
Possessive pronouns
Interrogation (revision)
Negation (revision)
Comparison

What to Expect from French 201 
Sharing Opinions and Making Judgments
Latitudes 2 - Unités 1-3

 

What to Expect from French 202
Situating Events in Time
Latitudes 2 - Unités 4-6
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french 203 & 204

Communication skills
Tell someone they need to do 
something.
Express that something is 
forbidden (rules of ‘savoir 
vivre’, street signs, instruc-
tions)
Express impressions and 
aspirations
Speak out and express your 
opinion
Express cause and effect
Reproach someone, justify 
yourself
Express “if. . . then” (e.g. “If 
you get tired, call me!” or “If 
I’m late, start w/out me”)
Express sadness/
disappointment

Grammar & vocabulary
Conjugation
General revision of tenses 
of the indicative mode. 
Subjunctive (continuation), 
passive form, conditional. 

Communication skills 
Justify a choice 
Protest/complain
Express opposition 
Speak on the phone 
Get ready for a speech

Grammar & vocabulary
Conjugation:
No new conjugation. 
Use of all modes (indica-
tive, conditional, imperative, 
subjunctive) studied so far 
(present, past, future).

Words and phrases:
Fashion vocabulary 
Emphasis on part of the 
sentence 
Telephone communication 
Logical terms to organize 
discussion (oral and written)

Grammar 
Demonstrative pronouns 
Interrogative pronouns (lequel, 
etc.) 
Formation of adverbs

What to Expect from French 203
Explaining and Justifying Yourself
Latitudes 2 - Unités 7-9
 

What to Expect from French 204
Argumentation
Latitudes - Unités 10-12
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french 301 & 302

Communication 
Talking about the past
Saying what one remembers 
and what one forgot
Describing a place, a person
Reminding someone of 
something

Speak, Listen & Write
Speaking
The interview
Descriptions of people and 
places
Describing paintings and 
photos
Understanding a familiar 
dialog

Writing
Understanding a literary text/
comic book
Writing a self portrait
Contributing to a time capsule
Recounting a travel memory

Grammar and vocabulary
Gramar 
Imperfect, passé composé 
and plus que parfait
Nuances of the adjective
Relative pronoun “dont”
Comparisons

Vocabulary 
Remembering
Describing where people live

Phonetics
Affirmation, interrogation, 
exclamation
Familiar discourse
E as a “schwa”

Communication 
Talking about someone
Talking about oneself
Telling what someone said
Expressing joy, happiness, 
pleasure

Speak, Listen & Write
Speaking & Listening
Radio transmissions
Telling stories about the past
Audio guides about places in 
the city

Written
Writing a biography
Reading a literary text
Reading a newspaper article

Grammar and vocabulary
Relative pronouns with à and 
de
Agreement of tenses
Vocabulary – physique and 
personality

Phonetics
Denasalization
Intonation for making 
suggestions and giving advice

What to Expect from French 301
Latitudes 3 - Unités 1-2
 

What to Expect from French 302
Latitudes 3 - Unités 3-4
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french 303 & 304

Communication
Expressing feelings and 
emotions
Giving a critical opinion
Expressing a hypothesis 
Suggesting and advising
Expressing ability and inter-
est in something
Starting a discussion

Speak, Listen & Write
Speak 
Describing works of art
Professional situations
Proposing, refusing
Regret, reproach

Listen & Write
Short dialogues
Writing a letter and a 
professional proposal 
Giving one’s opinion about 
a play
 

Grammar and vocabulary 
Grammar
The subjunctive
The conditional past
Condition and hypothesis
Phrases with “si”
The gerund (tense, use and 
condition)

Vocabulary
Critiquing performances
Giving advice
Discussing work
Expressions of imagery
Psychological description of 
a person
Doubt, probability, certitude

Phonetics
Intonation et expressiveness
Insistence

Communication 
Taking one’s turn to speak 
Organizing ideas
Asking for help
Expressing agreement and 
disagreement
Expressing cause and 
consequence
Preparing a debate

Speak, Listen & Write  
Speak
Making a speech
Preparing for a debate

Write
Persuasive essays

Grammar and vocabulary 
Vocabulary of cause, conse-
quence and goal
Vocabulary for structuring 
arguments and debates

Phonetics
Accents in the French speaking 
world
Interjections

What to Expect from French 303
Latitudes 3 - Unités 5-6 

What to Expect from French 304
Latitudes 3 - Unités 7-8
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Can understand with ease virtually everything heard or read. Can summarize in-
formation from different spoken and written sources, reconstructing arguments 
and accounts in a coherent presentation. Can express him/herself spontane-
ously, very fluently and precisely, differentiating finer shades of meaning even in 
more complex situations. 

Can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and recognize implic-
it meaning. Can express him/herself fluently and spontaneously without much 
obvious searching for expressions. Can use language flexibly and effectively for 
social, academic and professional purposes. Can produce clear, well-structured, 
detailed text on complex subjects, showing controlled use of organizational pat-
terns, connectors and cohesive devices.

Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and abstract 
topics, including technical discussions in his/her field of specialization. Can 
interact with a degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction 
with native speakers quite possible without strain for either party. Can produce 
clear, detailed text on a wide range of subjects and explain a viewpoint on a 
topical issue giving advantages and disadvantages of various options.

Can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters 
regularly encountered in work, school, leisure, etc. Can deal with most situa-
tions likely to arise whilst travelling in an area where the language is spoken. 
Can produce simple connected text on topics which are familiar or of personal 
interest. Can describe experiences and events, dreams, hopes & ambitions and 
briefly give reasons and explanations for opinions and plans.

Can understand sentences and frequently used expressions related to areas 
of most immediate relevance (e.g. very basic personal and family information, 
shopping, local geography, employment). Can communicate in simple and rou-
tine tasks requiring a simple and direct exchange of information on familiar and 
routine matters. Can describe in simple terms aspects of his/her background, 
immediate environment and matters in areas of immediate need.

Can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and very basic phrases 
aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a concrete type. Can introduce him/herself 
and others and can ask and answer questions about personal details such as 
where he/she lives, people he/she knows and things he/she has. Can interact in 
a simple way provided the other person talks slowly and clearly and is prepared 
to help.

Proficient User

Independent 
User

Basic User

C2

C1

B2

A2

Independent 
User and 
Higher

Basic User

B2

B1

A2

A1

305

304

303

302

301

204

203

202

201

104

103

102

101

Latitudes 3
Module 5

Latitudes 3
Module 4

Latitudes 3
Module 3

Latitudes 3
Module 2

Latitudes 3
Module 1

Latitudes 2
Module 4

Latitudes 2
Module 3

Latitudes 2
Module 2

Latitudes 2
Module 1

Latitudes 1
Module 4

Latitudes 1
Module 3

Latitudes 1
Module 2

Latitudes 1
Module 1

24 + 6 ind. 
Coursework

24 + 6 ind. 
Coursework

24 + 6 ind. 
Coursework

24 + 6 ind. 
Coursework

24 + 6 ind. 
Coursework

24 + 6 ind. 
Coursework

24 + 6 ind. 
Coursework

24 + 6 ind. 
Coursework

24 + 6 ind. 
Coursework

24 + 6 ind. 
Coursework

24 + 6 ind. 
Coursework

24 + 6 ind. 
Coursework

24 + 6 ind. 
Coursework

AF Levels Material/Manual
Number of 
instruction hours

Common Frame for European Languages

The European Union created a common Framework of Reference for language skills. This framework 
consists of six different levels defined according to communication skills.

Common European Framework Curriculum Layout- Alliance Française de Kansas City
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I am registered as a 
beginner and my instructor 
speaks to me in French 
only. How am I supposed to 
understand ?

Most specialists in language 
acquisition agree with one 
thing - the more exposed the 
students are to the language, the 
quicker their learning process. In 
avoiding translation, each act of 
communication is anchored in a 
French mindset and has a better 
chance to be learned and used 
correctly. Through repetition and 
exposure, you will quickly learn 
how to identify and understand 
what the instructor says to you 
and what is required from you. He 
or she will use simple French that 
corresponds to the level of the 
group. 

The textbook contains very 
little grammar. How can I 
learn the rules ?

The Latitudes series has been de-
signed as a step-by-step textbook 
that must be used in a classroom 
with an instructor. Grammar rules 
are made clear by the instructor 
during the lesson after you have 
been exposed to a specific notion. 
This approach, which calls for 
the observation of grammar rules 
through deduction, allows you to 
identify a pattern before you have 
to memorize the rule and use it in 
another context. This approach, 
used all around the world, follows 
the thought process used in real 
life. Your textbook contains few 
grammar explanations but many 
examples, exercises and docu-
ments that will be used with the 
instructor to clearly understand the 
grammar point covered that day.

Also, keep in mind that French 
grammar (just like English 
grammar) can be complex, and 
that the rules are usually explained 
in several logical steps throughout 
the 101 to 304 syllabus. For 
instance, you learn about ETRE 
(to be) and AVOIR (to have) in the 
present tense in 101. In 102, you 
see how to use these verbs as an 
auxiliary in the PASSE COMPOSE 
tense (a tense use to describe 
things that take place in the past). 
In 103, you learn how to use this 
tense for most regular verbs, 
and in 104 you study the rules of 
agreement. At each step, a layer of 
complexity is added, allowing you 
to practice at your own level while 
increasing your skills.

How much homework am I 
expected to do every week?

At the end of each class, the 
instructor will give you some 
homework for the following week.  
You should also memorize the 
vocabulary used in the book and 
during the class. The teaching staff 
may be able to help with requests 
for extra work, so do not hesitate 
to ask.

Because there are no exams, 
we rely on the self-discipline of 
each student to keep the group 
progressing at a normal pace.

faqs about learning french
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After I had my level 
assessed, I signed up for 
a course but this is the  
second week and I feel that 
it is too hard (or too easy). 
What can I do ?

The assessment is a good tool to 
find out your approximate level, 
but it is not an exact science. 
If you feel that you have not 
been placed correctly, contact 
the administration and we will 
put you in a course that is more 
appropriate to your level and your 
objectives.

I have been studying 
French for several weeks 
and I am still struggling 
with the most basic 
things. Is this normal ?

Yes. Everything is new to you, and 
each class is a challenge. So it is 
perfectly normal that the most 
simple act of communication 
(greeting, answering a question) 
or what we take for granted in 
our own language (the alphabet, 
numbers, the connection between 
a combination of printed letters 
and a sound) will take a while to 
be learned in another language. In 
the process of saying one simple 
sentence in French, your mind will 
need to make many decisions. 
The key to progress is to try to 
assimilate things step by step, 
while setting some attainable 
goals.

faqs about learning french important information

My teacher’s name: 

______________________________________________

My teacher’s email address: 

______________________________________________

Alliance Française contact information:

 Email: school@afkc.org

Miscellaneous 

In case of severe weather, the Alliance Française 
classes will be postponed if the Academie 
Lafayette is closed.

MERCI !
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